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BEST OF THE ALPS

T/ve Six rejiona/ 3uiJes fo the /W/’S l'nc/udz mam/ /mrcl r'olll"es, as well
as skebch maps for nearly all the roubes. So it was felb thak descriplions
without skebch maps for some O{ the easier and more rewarobhg of these
in & separabe quide might prove useful. Routes are included i a rough
progression alonq the Alps, north through France, eask through SwitzerJand
and Austria, ending with the Ikalian Dolomites. Code lellters indicale their
approximate location on Che key maps (pbh.2%3); these ars the same as
those used in the regional 7uid¢s.

A” H\eso_ roules ean be founcl on Michelin (1) 11200000 Nos 74,7731
or 243 k244 for France; Nos. 214 b 219 for Switzerlind ov on Mair I:200000 .
Nos 7, 8 k Sidtirol for Austria and the Dolomiles. 1:100,000 or [: 50,000 mafs
are also available for all these areas From the Map Shop, 15 High Sk, Uplon on
Severn, Wores, WR 8 OHT or Edward Stanford LH. 12-14 Longacre, London,
WC 2E 9LH. Fk8 (Freytag k Berndl) maps are recommended for the £ Alps.

Hig‘v rouhs n H\b ﬂ,}’s tthd t‘a Lc s,wrt“cﬂ s[’CC”c); ancl offen o/ Lel‘f’cr
Surfacc than the Iongcr Scdf’isl\ raul'es. Snow can be a }:rola,em in Hm, /?/)’S,'
in an average summer, routes up b 2,000m. should be bossible by early June and
ub ko 2,400m. Llj 8arltj Iu'j Chooce f;hc wealher for the }n’:ﬂler raul'es;
thurderstorms are more frequent than in Britain, and can be. severe,

A rucksack, which can take heavy items on one's back 1hen wheeling, lifting
or carrying, is a,Ways a greak ’)e’}). and very sl’rangly advised on all but
the lower, ./“"HV /eva’ routes. It can be s/unj over the J‘dzldlel)aj when rkllhg.
Sh‘oha well soled shoes or //'3’1[.’ books are recommended ;
aolu’_uah_ for easier routes in qood wealher: For extensive snow, boots
and 9073'es are a virbua ‘must’ Instep crampons have been Found useful

I case: of Ji/f;cully or accident, the a//ﬁnc distress signal Js six
reqular flashes, shouls, waves, ebe. jn a minute, repested al inkervale
Of a minute. Use a boveh, brinM’ c,oHH'n:] or a _NA/'JHP_, ete.

An index to the routes s given opposite, together wich
very approximate mileages of vough stuff and Eime allowances
" c}oaJ conditions. Kecent 'mel'a///n? of aﬁ/éroac/wr may have

teduced some rough mileages.

['rafncrf mnjr lv&

Code

VM Varaita - Maira riclye
Es  Colle d'Esischie ete.
Gar Passo della Gardella etbe.
Pa  Col de FParpaillon
RC Roube des Crétes
Fi Colle d Finestre
Va, Col de Va”)e”&

‘N Colle del Nivolet
Pal Col du Palet _

V  Col de la Vanoise
Sou Col du Souchet

Se  Col de /a Seia}nf,
Cha Col di Chavannes
CA  Cormel d'Aréches
GF Grand Cof Ferret
Jol  Col du Toly

Gli Col des Glicres

Vo Col de Voza

FF Fentlre de Ferrel
Ba Col de Balme
MVF Vcrna\jaz - Finhaut
I Co’ df, :rnman

Ch Pis de Cheville

S Col du Sanetsch
Ra Rawil Pass

G Gemmi Pass

To Co’ de Torrant
Cor Corno Fass

Ri Riealeral[w area
H Ha}menmoos PuSs
KS Kleine Sd)eidelm
Gru Grunen&enj ﬂus
Su  Susten Fass Gl rd.)

HH H/‘nl’erberg—Hin&rH{ersee 20 4 11

KL K]qmm}joch /3 511

THE ROUTES
o e | Code o T e
22 9 4|Fu  Furka Ass (ol rd.) b+ 2 9
1 4 41k Enjsf/an/a(jer 519
20 8 4 |sB Sec/isLer‘J-gzxuen 4.1 9
14 6 5 |Gt Gatlerli fass SIS
24 9 5 |WV Wiesener Viaduct g -9
I3 51U  fsso c{c”)Uomo 14 5 9
10 4 5|K Kunkels fass 9 29
6 3 5|Ha Hazjgenegg 3| 9
Il 6 5| Hi Hinterhohi Fass 9 4 9
7 4 5|0c Ochsenalp 7 39
1Z 5 5|DpL thHaDrossn-—Livi?m 3 1/ 9
116 6 |VA fasso Valle Alpisella 8 3 9
I1Z 7 & |Cos Fass da Costainas 14 6 Jo
3 6 |Cr Cruschetta Pass 15 6 o
5 6 |Bu Buffa’ora Pass 13 § [0
| 6 |Ze Zeinis Toch 3 2 /o
I 6|PL Plansee lo 2 Jjo
2 6 Pf Pfiés«:her Joch 9 4 )
S 7 |Eh Ehrwalder Aln n 3
3 7 |Has lochalmsaltel 20 I
&+
3 7 Ps P/umSSaH’el lo } ]
I 7 /‘”\ /‘)Jc‘)cnbfcnner Hu&a ’9 7 ”
5 7
4 7
78
6 8
78
Z 8
- &
I8
4 9
z 79
7

Ger Gerlos bss (old +d.) s zZ 1
Li Passo di Limo 10 4 )2
Lu  Passo di Luson 5 2 12
Sii Alpe di Siusi 4 112
Ocl /)asso di Oclin; 4 2 12
Pam Passo di Pam}eajo 7 2 )z
Lus Passo di Lusia 7 3 /z
BS fasso della Costazza 7 212
FL Forcola di Lavaredo 3 52
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M near 3usca to Colle Bicocca, rough roads

VARAITA-GAIRA RIDGS 2041
——==aznialia IN0E R0AD

throughout
H end on IR45 fold 11 or N77 fold 20, bYottom

This follows the ridge between the valleys of .the
crosses the Colle Sampeyre road and continues for
the Colle Bloocoa, 2285m. On the way
mnale 1541m, Colle di Cliabra 1723m, Colle Birrone 1700m, unnamed (about 2050a),
Colle Rastcias 2176m and Colle Sampeyre 2284m.

There ere three ways of sterting the route: from the Valle Varajite through
Velnela, from Rossena through Lemma and from the Rossena-Buson road. A1l three
neet before the Colle di #almala. The 1last of the three involves the greatest
langth of unsurfesced road, and is the one deecoribed here.

On the road leading S from Rossana, turn right after about 1% miles, Jjuat
before the top of a hill (a4 post Ristorante Baita di Crom). The tarmoe road
laats, elinbing, for about Zgnmilen; then. en unsurfaced road continrues uphill for
13-4 miles before Joining the other two roads mentioned above. The one through
Valmala is termee end ie joined at a bend; turn left and follow It uphill for
ebout a mile to the Colle 41 Valmala, vhere the tarmao ends, There is no more
termac on the route.

From the Rossena—Busoa road to the Colle Sampeyre im about 25 miles, of waich

are termac and perhaps 6-7 rideable (ridenbility pertly depends on oneself
and one's bike, of ooursse), From the Colle Sampeyre to the Colls Bicocca is
3.9 miles and is mostly rideable. .

As on other ridge roads, e.g.

LE X2

VAD =

Varaita and the Mairn. . It
another 4 miles to end at
it takes in six passear Colle df Val-

Sestriere, La Brigue to Col de Tende, care rmst
be taken: to heve enough water. On a hot day at least three pint bottles are
needed. There is no water betweem the Birrons and 2 miles W of the Sampeyre.

There are extensive viewn, now on.one side of the ridge, now on the other.
From between the Colle di Valmala and the Colle di Ciabra the Hatterhorn and
Honte Rosa can be peen. The latter is 110 miles. avay,

At.the Colle Bicocon ij a: memorial ereoted by the Alpini ‘who built the roadj
the 'A. XVIII' on it means the 18th year of the Mussolini era, i.e. 1940.

The Colle Sampeyre road is now (since 1988) fully surfaced on both sides, and
provides two emsy alternative waya: of ending the ride.

Times: from the Rossena—Busosn road to the Colle Sampeyre, 9 hours; on to the
Colle Bicocca, % hour.

Details: ¥. Wright 18.7.88.

ROrﬂ .
Zmiles VARAITA —MAIRA RIDGE ROAD
S. Maurizlo 7 (Central section: the roush road passing
Ew ". S 0[' M. Cornet is not shown on N.
Rasfcmrs ‘-\‘ 1’3‘1/ .'ll ma’:, bu 1 hnks M’: o ru(je, rchl.)

1 'mﬂe |

\ Colla di P Marin. i
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Eo 2nd Ponte iiarmora to

COLLE 1':=313CHIS 2370m COLLE DEL i0RTI 2480a
Chiaoni, rough road (BEsischie not named on itichelin)
i245 fold 11 or #81 folds 9 % 10, top VAD B e

From Ponte Mermora in the Valle Maira take a tarmac road which climbs to the S
up a side valley, through the village of Vernetti. The last settlement is Tolo-
sano, after which the tarmsc lasts for 3 miles. Then unsurfaced (views of Monte
Visoj up' to the Colle d'Esischie. Here you can turm right to: cover the road
wbich links this col, via the Colle dei Morti, with the Colle Valcavera. Other-
wise, go straight on down an unsurfaced, partly- rideable, road for 2.2 miles till
you come to tarmac at about 2000m. .The first village on this side is Chiappi;
belaw that, after a deep gorge lasting several miles,-you come to Pradleves.
Timest from end of tarmac above Tolosano to Colle d'Esischie, 13 hours; from
there to Colle Valcavera, 1. hour; from Colle d'Esischie to beginning of tarmec,
2 hour.
Details: F. Wright 19.7.38.

181 folds 9 & 10

Gar COLLE VALCAVERA 2416m COLLE DEL MULO 2527m

San Uiscomo to Pretorotondo, 3} miles r/s + rough roads
H245 fold 11 or MBL folds 9 & 10, top VAD B

Thene passes 1ie on the same network of old military roads which includes the
Colli d'Esischie and dei Morti. The Colle Valoavera can be reached over the
Colle dei Morti, or by a road which runs: up the Vallone dell'Arma, a 8ide-valley
of the Valle Stura, and continues W of the Colle Valcavera, high: im the hills, )
as far as the Passo della Uardetta. From heré a footpath laads dowm into e
a side-valley of the Valle Maira.

This srea is rich in:wild flowers including edelweiss and at least one
species of orchid, end wild bees. (There ere also domesticated bees, some of
which, at about 1500m, attacked one of our members in 1988.) The road runs
moetly above the tree~line, and the grassy slopes rise to screes and rocky
ridges. Several woter bottles should be oarried. (jnﬁe,\ﬂﬁ.cpulant

The road up the Vallone dell'Arma is surfeced up to
: bl About a mile beyond the Colle
leads to the Colls del IMulo

LR 2

" eestonatdy—after
Valcavera a rozd *ranches off to the right, which
(the N side of the Colle del Mulo has been partly overrun by a landslide).

Between the Velcavera and Uardetta passes, 2 distance of nearly 9 miles, the
road is fairly level. The Stura-Maira wetershed is crossed at the Colle
Cologna, 2394n. The footpeth from the Passo della Cardetta hes some steep and
stony stretches, but is not too difficult.

Times: from end of tarmao sbove Son Oiacomo to Colle Valcavera, 4 hours; on to
Fanoo della Uerdetta, 3 hours (plus  hour if you 80 up to the Colle del Mulo and
‘back); down to termeo road, 1 hour 20 min.

_Details: F. lright 21.7.88.
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EL 0L DI PARPAILLOR 2643m  La Condamine to Crévoux

M245 folds 9 & 10 M81 fold 8 top

R tarmesc road, in poor state of repair, pretty steep, zig-zags up the hill-
side high above the ptream, to a cluster of new chalets just before Cpapcllo
de Sainte Anne. Here the surface deteriorated a lot, but was estill just
ridouble. The road goes hlong the € nide of tho valley, through a forest.

fal coL 3 PALZT 26522 Tignes to Champsgny, 9 miles r/a

il244 £o5lds 21 2 32 M4 folds 18,19 Yottom,

This is a very fine route, more rewarding even than the alternative descent
of this col to llancroix. There is a metalled road to the Lac de Tignes
(lake, not town), and around its NW side. Just beyond the lake, a rather

N

3 faint and narrow path strikes up the steep hillside to the S¥ in a long
After the foreat the trock in very rough, but poosibly rideuble. Heipht sweep. An occasional carry may be necessary; snowdrifts may be encountered
2643m inccribed on tunnel entrance. ) high up even in dugust. At the top, the path forks, left for Champagny. .
The tunnel is furnished at each end with # loerpge metal door.  Thesec doors This left fork contours the zlope for a short distance to a slight dip, then
are only open during the cummer season, aporox. 1 July - 1% October. 1If you i t

descends a long but falrly easy slope to Chalets de la Plagne, 2000 ft below

find the doors shut, there ic & path over the towu, and even if thc tunnel ic l the top. This slove is often steep. Care {s required in ascending; at

open the 20-minute wall: up to the top can be recommended for the fine view. \

3 ; . el S Chalets de 1la Plagne take the path to the left, towards a 4ayside cross
A fev shallow puddles irn th¢ tunnel, wnicl 13'500 zurd: io?L azcdgtnﬁigtt. | bigher up, and to the left of which the path g;es. Above the oross the
Traclk: rideu?le downhill an the N side, slouly! After 14 hours i \ path again forks, left for Col de la Craasa, but the Palet path is the lower
termac is reached.

or right-band one. The descent from Chalets de la Plagne is now a ridesble
Jeep road with ten beirpins before Laisonnay. Thence, a metalled road con-
tinues down the valley to Champagny.

Time: 5 or 6 hours from Tignes to Laisonnay, an hour longer in raverse.
Vheeling nearly all the way. .

Details: F. Wright 29.7.85.

RC  Route des Crétes (Sestriere ridge rosd) Sestriere to Colle delle

Finestre roed 1i244 folds 43, 32 2 33 or M]T fold 9 A rougz road through-
out, well described on page CL4 of the road guide (Central French Alps).

Coing from ¥ to E, the rough roed divides at the Colle dell'Assietta; right .
for the Finestre road, whereas the left fork (according to the 1:50,000 map)
goes due B up to a fort (2600m +). From this fort, a cgart track descends

to Alpe d'Arguel (not marked on 1:100,000 or Michelin) - see skzetch mep.

Ainother roed only shown on the 1:50,000 descends direct to Chiomonte from

e point B of Frais. B wkew V' coL DB LA T.UOISE  2515m
244 fold 32, too

Details: E. D. Clements. and R. Sauvaget 1958, Crossed by tandems 1961,

R. Earrison and G. 3wift, with camping gear, which necessitated a double
carry from Lao de Tignes to the top.

Pralognan to Ternignon, 3 ailes r/s
74 fold 18 bottom.

A much easier crossing than it used to be 2% years ago. Pralognan shops
closed afternoons. A rough narrow jeep track has been made all the wa&‘to
the Refuge #6lix Faure on the summit. The refuge has been such extended,
open to all, with a -rarden in summer, and meals avajilable.

A metalled road goes from Pralognan to Fontanette. Above there an ex-

tanded chair 1ift ia being conntructed, and a broad atriv of trees has beermr
out. The route follows below now, very steep in places, but enses off Junt
berors the path crosses the river into the National Park. Good campaite
just outside Park boundary (cnmping forbidden in it). The next stretch past
Chalets de la Glidre is unspoilt, but becomes steever again to the Lac des
= S e Vaches, which is crossed on a causeway before the path zig-zags up a scree
N COLLZE DEL JIVOLET  2612m  Valsavaranche to Ceresole, 5 ailes r/s alope %o reach the grassy meadows which lead to the Rerugg. 5 .
#2244 fold 22 74 rold 20, Parts of the next two niles are rideable before reaching the ateep rocky
drop down to Pont de Croé-7ie, then an asasier path to Zntre Deux Zaux.
Metalled road thence to Termignon.

Allow 4 hours from Pralognan to the col, 2 from the col to ™

Details: G. Yewey 1082,

b Colle delle Finestre 2176m Susa to Fenestrelle 1244 fold 33 or
- MIT fold 9 A road throughout, metelled below about 1500m. Well described
on page Cl} of the road guide. B #H

Val Col de Valbelle  2381m Guillestre to Embrun M245 f21d 9 or M]7

fold 18 A road throughout, metalled below about 1800m and mostly rideable |
shove this. The Col de la Coche (179lm) is met on the way dounj from this

col a metalled roed starts down in a NE-ly direotibn, and a rough rosd goes !
down to the W. E Ll

A road link was oroposed over this pass, but the northerm section from Pont
3avaranche to the top has not been completed, and according %o a 1986 revort
the plan has bYeen shelved in order to preserve the character of the Gram )
Paradiso national park. At Pont, cross the torrent coming down from the
right (7), and then.cliab by a well pmarked path in the direction of the
rocky escarpments. Basy at first, then a steep zig-zag vath as far as
Croce della Roley (a cross at the(top of the steep bit). Turnm SdH-wards
here, without crossing the river (an alternative path, not recommended, does N
cross the river and takes you up a steep slove onto the stretch of the road Sou CoL pu SOUCHET
which has been completed), past some rocky knolls and up a big wide flat valley. or M244 fo,d 30 Loﬂ'om
Pags a group of chalets om the left, crogs the main river soon afterwards, and
continue past the Chalets de Mivolet, below the stretch of completed road,
#hich one reeches either by following the track or by striking off to the
right and climbing up the slopa. From here the road is rideable, and soon
becomes metalled to and over the col. Fine views of the hills around the
Gran Paradiso on the way upj at the top the view is mostly to the 3.

Allow 3 hours for the ascent.

Detajls: ?. dright 3.8.85, 6.7.86.

ermignon.

2365m. Besse by La Grave M77 Alds 6,7

Rougﬁ road a’mosé’ éo Hw, t'0}> of West side. 7:«5[’ bas[’ Hia é‘O/’, a ﬁaﬂl Z‘urns
off S.5.W o a lake berched on the ealge of the Romanche Va”ey, with a

marvellous view of la Meije ebo., well worth the exton walk.  From the col,
an easy path qoes down o La Grave.



Se  coi 8 A SEIGNE  2516m
244 fold 21 174 fold 18 %op

Les Chapleux to Courmayeur, 6 ailes r/a

.

Good tarmac r)ad from Les Chapleur to Refuge de 3Jeloge (2% niles up),
vhere bunk beis are available. Then rough track for % aile to Villae des
Glaciers. Hire you can oarry on up the track to Leos: fottets; a path on
SE side of stream saves a bit of up and down, but Lt's rather rough.
The zig-zags up the hillside above Les Hottets are the hardest part of
this easy olimbj this section in rutted and rocky. Ensier higher up,
#ith fine views of the Mont Blano renge as one approsches the col, which
is narked by a large oairn. The descent on the E aide is eagier, with
8 tricky stretch above and below a derelict building (useful in emer-
58"01)- Stony zig-zagging track from Alpe Inférieure de la Lex Blanche
small barracks) to the highest voint reached by oars, 2% miles from the
col.  Another 2 miles of stony, just rideable track to Alpe Inférieure
de 1'Arp Vieille, then tarmac to Courmaysur. A very easy 2500m r/s pass.
Allow 6} hours altogether.

Detailss F. Uright 2,.3.3s.

C”1a COL DI CHAVAILES ¢. 2600m La Thuile %o the Col de la Seigne path,
4 miles xr/g + rough road '

M244 fold 21 M74 folds 89, 12 top

From Pont Serrand, above La Thuile, a jae, road, probably ailitary, goes up
first in steep zig-zags, then contours tho YE side of the valley. (1r
approaching from the top of the Little St Jernard, it is not necessary to
descend as far as Pont 3errand; a small path winds round a grassy hillock
nenr ons of the zig-zags on the naim road, down to a bridge over the river.
A steep pull up the grass slope opposite lands one on the jeep road above
the zig-zsgs.) Further up, this jeep road is cut by two landslides, easily
passed with a bieycle, at the 2000m mark. After a further zig-zng at
2200m, the road continuen as a path, boulder-strewn: in a fow places, but
generally easy, to the col, which has been prominent in front for some time.
There is an old fort, often containing anow, but shelter in emergency, at
the top of the pass.
There are two paths from the col. One strikes left down the soree

slope, soon to pass by a steep hidden névé (inadvisabloe with bike).  The
other strikes down to the right, a fair path scrous the sorae alopa, but re-
quiring care. The path is quite steeop, and it {a necessary to double-
oarry bike and baggnge down the first part of thims path for about 500 ft
vertical interval. The path gets onto a grasay mornine descending
slightly, towards the Col de la Saigne, befors zig~zogging down a second
steep slope, grassy this time, and much ensler than the sores. The river
from the Col de la Seigne is ensily forded in good wenther at about the 2200m
oontour, to join the track to that pasa on the Il bank. Mognificent viewn of
the Yont Blano range during the desoent, and of the Oran Poradiso during the
ascent. Altogether a very rewarding cronsing.

- Timeas La Thuile to top, 44-5 hoursj doescont to Col de Ln Jolgne poth,
14-2 hours.

Detailsr E. D. Clements % R. Sauvaget 1950.

o

CA CORMET DARECNHES 2109m. ”l‘é‘cllcs to Aime

/‘/’/4' oft
or M 244 fold 20 S

A roug’\ read Harou?houl“ above about 1700, .

UF  GRAND COL FERRET 253Tm Ferret to Entrdves (Courmayeur), 6 miles r/a
M219, folds 1 & 2, or M244, fold 11 . TVAD M s

This. very fine route oonnecting the Swiss and Italien Vals Ferret is part of !
the ‘Tour du Mont Blano', and & justly popular rough-stuff route. The metalled
road up the Swisa Val Ferret ends a kilometre beyond Ferret. Two tracks con-
tinue: straight on up the main valley leads to the Fenfitre de Ferret (q.v.);
right, over the bridge over La Drance stream, the other traok rigzags up to La
Poula, & summer steading for oattle, whioh used to be the Swiss ocustoms post.
This 4s the Col Ferret route. Abvove La Peuls the hilleide has been worn by
the ocattle into many parallel ruts contouring the grassy hillside. This hard
going lasts for perhapm half a mile, to become eamiexr as the gradient enmses
and the ruts lessen. The grassy hillside ocontinues 2ll the way to the top,
with oconsionel red, white and bleck waymarks. A mognifioent view of the
Mont Blaunc range has opened up, and the half-mile extra walic to the T3te de
Forret, 2713m, improvem it mstill further. Two miles away to the NNW is Mont
Dolent, where Franoe, Italy and Switrerland all meet, whils to the west the
many great pesks line up, oulminating in Nomt Blano itself.

The desoent from the ool is rather steeper, about 1 im 3, but should not
present any difficulty. After dropping sbout 1500 ft, one comes to another
sunmer steading, Pré de Bar, whioh used to be the Italian oustoms poat. From
here a:rough jeep road, partly rideable, descends steeply to tge floor of the
Italian Val Ferret, through which runs a metalled road to Entréves, eto.

Snow should not present much of a yroblem om this routej the steep desocent
to Pr6 de Bar faoces south—-west, and snow does not linger herse.

Allow about 5 hourm for the crossing: 3 up, 2 down, either way. No oarxrying
necossary. ’ ’

Detailss F. Wright 24.8.85, E. D. Cléments 1955, etc.

Jol coL pu TOLY 1989, Hauteluce to Les Contamines M74- fold 18 Lp
or Ma4d foll 20 2,les RS. + rough roads.

A Verj Casg roul’e,, Now Hm} Hlere I'S a mel’a//exl raml /rom Haufc/uce 41‘0 He /‘aﬁ
A rough road heads East from the ol b the upper end of a bélécabine from
le Bn);fieu. Y/ yood />nH\ ]/o//owg this c/own, Sw)f‘cl)inq bo the £ side Of’i[' al

about 1700m, to pick up another roug)\ road /rom hear the l.nl‘cro}vahge S[’ah'un,
which qoes on down o le Baplieu.

Gli  CoL DES GLIERES  1440m. Thorens- Glitres bo Le fotit Bornand
M74 /‘o’t{ 7 or M 24*4 )"a’J 8 Lolt?m

/)cam“ncj [o the ma)y.\‘. LLwl) mi}ss 0/ a/masf /e\’al rougl\ r'o‘ul/l’ﬂul at
the top of lhe East side connect melalled roads.

Voo col DE VoZA  1653m. Les Houches to
M4 fold 8 or M244 fold 21 Lop

Bionna ssay

Only faink qrass palhs on Nerth side in 1957, buk presumably wel
(lt.'/fnetl now, as bo”l GR.5 and H\e T.M.8. l]o Hyis Way.




P FENBIRE DE FERRET 2697m

Foerret to Ud St Bernard road, 6 miles r/s

K219 fold 2, or M244 fola 11 VAD M hidd : : v Ch FPAS DE CHEVILLE 2038n Erde to Uryon and Bex, 6 miles r/s
The metalled road ends a little beyond Ferret; kaep. P M2 T

p-straight on up the maim jre) .SE AD s
valley for a long mile. At the meoond steading on the left y Plan de 1la 17 fold 130 43, Serasr Wi D

Cheux, tho path zigeags steeply up the hillside in an ESE direction, noross

A fine, varied pass, hard goipg on the east side, very easy on the west.
innumarab;.e oontouring cowpathe, which make

" for hard goling, enpecially at Thore is a marvellous oliff-hanger af a road from Erde to Derborence, with
firat. This: rather rough and stony 1500 £t olimb brings one to the firest 8 oouple of tunnels. At Jodey, 1% miles before Derborenoe, there is
of the three Laos de Fon#8ire. Pagse the west edge of this, eanier going now a emell shopy also a restaurant by the lake at Derborence, o lake oreated
then between the other $wo nd up the final pull to the ool. Sti11 fairly ! by a huge rook avalanche from Leos Diablerets. Right by the restsurant,
essy going down to the Grand St Bernard road, whioh is met one mile went of ® sign points up a steep narrow path towards farm buildings. This is
its top. s quite a struggle, as is alno the next stretch through the woods to Les
1f going from this Italian side, look for red marks: and 8rrows on rocks: Penbs. There follows half a mile of much easier going along the sauth
near a farmhouse by the main road, Coming up the road, & oonsplouous over— bank of a stream to some shepherds"™ huts at the foot of a cirque of smteep
hanging rook tower (Tour des Fous) comes into view; the path goes Just to the . slopen.
right of & amaller rook tower just beyond this, not up the Boree. slope betweon ' The way here im north across the stream and up & steep grassy slope,
them.  Keep to the right of a stream, and ignore a better path which goes off indioated by a large arrow (in 1957), not westwards up the obvious path
due west peet the rock tower. Keep going KW for the ool. in front. This tough slope leads to a oleft in the oliff which is a bit
Despite the high altitude, snow should not present too muoh of a problem trioky, and a few short onrrien are nooded; maybe it is onnmier in descent.
from July onwards. The upper approaches. are not as steep a8 those of many Try to oross: in dry weather, and avold if there im snow about. Above the
other ools, and the stesp seotion above Plan de 1a Chaux faces SW, thereby oleft, the going becomes enmler as one approaches the col, which is right
losing its snow relatively quiockly. There are very fine viewa of the Mont underneath the huge fouthern cliffs of Les Diablerets.
Blnﬁqlrang; d:r;ng the asoent of the Swims nide. The desoent of the weast side %s extremel§ easy. A gravel tracf
Ow abou ours from Ferret to the Orand 3t B a . ! descends adually to Anzeindaz (restaurant). From there to Solalex
be maple 1f the ool 1s taken in the other dlirewtion 1. o, 0%} 4 bours should 8r M

Little or no oarrying (restaurant) ia by a steep and loose jeep road, used by a six-wheel-drive
necessary, but rideable only between Ferret and Plan de 1a Chaux. . taxiy thence to Barboleusaz is: by gravel road. At Barboleusaz one joins

Detajla: E.D. Clements 1969. thq metalled road down to OUryon and Bex.
Allow at least 3} hours from Derborence to the col; 2 hours down to Oryonj
in reverse 3} hours up from Oryon, 2 down to Derborenve.

B{\‘ CoL DE BALME 2205m. Trient & /)rz]enl'it‘zre M74. fO/d 9 AT LR e LS00 00 MasRey 90210 Al cmanta i 951
or M 244 fold 10 or M219 fold ) 8 COL DU SAWETSCH 2243m  Gsteig to Sion or Conthey
M217 fold 153 M243 SE corner VAD M e

VCr‘-j J[‘del) LoHi SiJeS, l)ul‘ ﬁnH’n Very easg (‘o /:’ﬂcw. F.;m views o_/ This is a very fins route, best taken from N to 3. From the centre of Usteig,
{l . R 8 narrow metalled road leaves the main road at a signpoat, and goes. SE for
e Mont Blanc yanyje /n’m Hm é."/’ a: mile, to beoome a Jeepable traok up through the woods. An hour's olimb
brings one to a sign 'Sanetsohstrasse 1% hrs, Sanetsohpase 3 hra', Nearby,
8 short path loads west to the Sanetsohfall, worth the short diversion.

- The main path orosses the stroeam a seocond time, and the surface deteriorates
- i ’
MVF MHRTICNY OR VERNAYAZ 7o F/NH/;’UT’ M74 ]4’/'1 (;’ er M“J7ﬁ’/JM 8 lot, with many loase stones; higher up one appesrs to be 0limbing into a ring
f oliff fx hioh th i it. Foll th 11 int ks, th h
A 900«1 t)_uid a”‘arnahw. bs the sl Je la Forelaz. Road /rom /V’dr('fgﬂy to :heotrwl:’in &Tm:atzkab).:r:ny:a;? Bm‘lt strea: c::ou: ;oi: tg: g:i:um:\; :r'm oue
; s v ra b f —_— point, neocessitating a short oarry vhere it crosses the peth. Soon after
Sa'\“"' o bn”! Jrom Vgrnay‘nz (Sfarl'm) K fom. N, O{'br"{‘]e‘ over Trient R') thia: ons meets an unsurfaced road, which leads in a few hundred yards- to the
Report needed on ,nH‘er, as in 1957 a series of new Eri(lye: on this /)GH, dam, at 2034m. (No diffioulty at the ring of oliffsj the path is always wide.)
b ~ . From the other end of the dam 8 good tsrmac road leads to the top of the
’md rccenHlj Lcen Te[)lu)t afb,r a //DSII f/oad. rrom Salvan, rad bo [e 7?6[’1:71 pass, and a magnifiocent penorama of the pesks of the Valais on a fine day. ’
. A1l the highest peaks of Switzerland, except those of the Oberland, are visibla.
n roug roa nhaul,

A 1ittle way down the south side is an extensive limestone pavement, a must
for botanists, eto. If one follows the road down, there is a very dark tunnel
at one point on the south side, followed by another shorter ons. Aooording
to the Michelin map these oan be by-passed by taking the original path past
Teanfleuron and Olarey. This was in good condition in 1963, before the con-
T CcoL DE TAMAN 1512m. /V]onfreux l“d Monl’éo\bn M2]7fold 14 struotion of the road, but may now have fallen inmto disrepair (?), as it is
very steep. If making for the Pas de Cheville, it should 8till be possible
st‘!e}’ foaol on W dir’e, but mrjfa”td h an t‘o}). The Den’ch Tintin Ve (7) to follow the old oart road to Daillon, Erde, eto. without descending to

the Pont du Diable and the Rhone valley. This would save a 1,000 ft olimb.
worth climbing (by a stecp zig-zaq palh up the north ridge). Fine Viewpoint: Details: F. Wright 23.8.85, E. D. Clements 1957 & 1963.
Gravel lmH‘. wWith some mud, down East side o/ col, soon joininj a larmac

road down the Honcjrin Va”ey aboul 34 mik afler ﬁnssinj lhe rai/way.

\

\



Ra BAWIL PASS  2429n  Iffigen to Ayent, B miles x/m
H217. fold 16, M243 SE adge VAD D LWL

There is & narrow road up from Lenk to Iffigen, partly metalled. ' At
Ittigan,(hotol), & signpost pointm the way, not up the main valley, but
dus south up a fairly vide boulder-strewn path througih the pinns, The
general angle of the hillside is herdly lesm steep than that of the S
Bide of the Gemmi, but there is less bare rock, and more trees and grass,
than on the Qemmi.

The cliff section is ebout B0OO £t high, but the path is narrower and
rougher than that on the Gemmi oliff. At one point one passes close to
& waterfall, then under éripping rooksj: the temptation to run should be
resisted. At the top ¢f the oliff stends the Blatti hut (2018m), after
which the gradient emzce 8lightly, but the oclimb to the Rawilsmee (2349m)
is 8t1ill rough and very fiteep for & conmsiderable distance. Soon after
passing the lake, the op is reached. Views are disappointing, as a
nearby ridge outs. off any distant views of the Valmis peaks,

For sbout two miles ‘the path descends very gradually, but the surface
is boulder-strewn, a succession of dried-up river beds. Then quite
suddenly the path begins to descend in earnest, and after about 4 mile
pasges through a small pte'ep tunnel (note, when asoendin s to turn left
on emerging, &8 the right-hand fork leads only to a farm). The descent
continues down & sort of cliff, a very steep but quite good vigzeg track,
with a surface of loosu stones; by now one gets the fins views of the
Valais pesks noross the Rhone valley. There is enother farm at the
bottom, where a reservoir has been built. A good track along the west
side takes onme to the Tseuzier dam, from which & metalled road with three
tunnels descends to Ayent and eventually the Rhone valley.

Avoid the route if here is any likelihood of snow about. Allaw 6 ar
7 hours either way beiwoen Iffigen and the Teouzier dam.

Detailst F. Wright 29.7.86, Stephens 1977.
9

G UEMMI PASS 2316m Leukerbad to Kandersteg, 5 milex x/s
1217 folds 16, 17 VAD M hddedd

The Gemmi is yprobably “he most spectacular of nll Swiss passes, juotly
popular. At Leukerbad the road onds, and e good path heads streight for
an almost vertioal oliff, 2000 £t high. The poth ascends thie cliff, and
is & remarkable piece of mule~track engineering. There are numerous zig-
zaga, end often the path is out out of the oliff itself. It 48 rather
like a spiral stairoass; sometimes one bit of path nlmost overhangs the path
below. Hheeling is posaible throughout, but obviously one needs & good
head for heights! More recently some parts, especially higher up, have
been conoreted. The gradient is mostly 1 in 3 or 1 in 4. The path is
rTeasonably side, and there are ocomsional bits of wooden handrajl in the
more dengerous spots, useless however for yreventing a slip. For this
reason do not attempt tho route if there is any likelihood' of snow about,
and preferably not eveam when the path is likely to be wet. During the
climb, the marvellous panorama of the Valais peaks steadily widens. There
ie a large hotel at tha top, and usually many tourists, as & omble car also
ascends; the oliff from Leukerbad.

A good wide path, nearly always ridesble, and of easy gradients, leads
from the top, past the shallow Daubensee, for about 6 miles, till a fantas-
tic view opens up to the east. 1500 £t below is the CGasterntal, with
8 grand array of pesks at ite head. Here also is the toP of a csble car
ooming up from Eggen, ubove Kandersteg. Here the path immediately begins
8 headlong 2000 ft deccent with many wzigzags. The surfaoe is very good,
so some of this desoeni oan be ridden, with extreme oaution! It is mostly
1 in 4. Allow 5-6 hours for the route, either way.

MNrtoitae B N Maomantn }Qﬁh. 0. Newer 1066 & 10BN ntn.

<a

To  COL DE TORRENT 2918m Les Hauddres to Orimentz, 8 miles r/s
M219 fold 3 VAD M "

Thie is a splendid route, fairly easy despite the high altitude, commanding fine
views throughout most of its length. However, snow may limit the possibility
of orossing to between mid-July and lato September in an average year. There
is a metalled road as far as Villa, above Les Hauddres. In Villa, turn right
Just over the bridge (signposted 'Col de Torrent'). There are two alterna-
tivest mule-track throughout, stony at first, and keeping left at most forks,
provided the left fork goes uphill, or track to Les Lachiores, then a path head—
ing north to pick up the mle-track higher up. Follow the red and white striped
markings on the rooks. The two ways join up at around 2370m, and higher up, at
around 2500m, the path levels off and bends more round to the east, past a little
lake; soon after this it steepens again for the final zig-zag climb. The path
is adequate, if narrower than before, but still all wheelable. There is a oross
on top, with very wide viewn. An equally easy path descends the east side (snow
may be late to olear heras, but the odd patch should not give any trouble) and is
rideable for some distance past the Lao des Autannes. There is a large cowshed
at about 2400m, then a jeep track down to the Moiry dam. Very fine southward
vista from this traok of the Valais peaks., In ascending, when you come to the
cowshed you must leave the Jeep track and strike uphill, where there seems to be
a path. There is a metalled road from the Moiry dam down to Grimentz and beyond.
Allow about 7 hours from Villa to the Moiry dam, .6 if going the other way.

Details: M. A. Stephens 1980, E. D. Clements 1963.

Cor CORNO PASS 2540m  Airolo to Ulrichen, 4 miles r/s ?
M217 fold 19 VAD B "
Much of this pass has now been Buperseded by the new road over the Nufenen
pass. However, the remaining upper section is very easy going, and a more
scenio and quiet alternative to the road, much superior to the old Fufenen
footpath even. Leave the new road by (or nesr to) the heirpin at Alp
Cruina di Bedretto; there is & very good well defined path, steep in

laces, to the Corno hut. Above the hut the path is still exocellent
Frideable in desoent) ss far as the beginning of the summit lake. Take
the right-hand (uphill) fork herej it is very stony over the top as far as
two looked huts (1956), and there may still be snowdrifts here lete in the
Beason. A fine view of the Oberlend peaks opens up as one starts to
desoend —~ keep these in front and the new reservoir on your left. Soon
one meets. the reservoir mocess road, which leads on to the main road.
Allow about two hours for the rough section.

Details: E. D. Clements 1956, eto.

Ri  RIEDERALP preA (N.E of Brig)  M217 fold 1§

There is a ’on«], L)g’u—}cvd, o/'l}:n rideable /:n”x From RieJem’}: L ﬂe&mem’}w
an.{ beljon(l: n)So narrower /'MH\S nr‘oth Hle iQfeJeerrn anrl Hn‘ough (’lk_
AIEéSC’1WA,J. Frne Views of H\e penm'ne, /)//\5 um,l. /’/el’a'ck j/«lCl'cr, (l,(e /on_"eﬁf

in Euro}n:. The Snmj /s H\u[’ it Is a ff;OOOf/. C/im[) cul‘ o/ /’/xe Rr'mng
Va”::(! b t}el’ on bo these pabhs.

H  HAHNENMoOS PASS 195 7m Lenk b Adelloden /WZ/7]“:»H /4

Ve:ry :aStj; Mlt’a”&d foacl H\rbuﬂwm‘: CXC‘?/‘{ Lel’ween Bu/a”)erg aml Hna l‘oﬁ,
which is rideable downhiil anyway.



‘5 KLEINE SCHEIDECG 206Im. Laulterbnnnen o Grind elivald

MZ2I7 Fold 8 bottom | U PASSO DELL'UOMO  2218m  Airolo o Lukmanier Pass, 5 miles r/s
; M218 fold 11 VAD M »s
ﬂ ver od wide k ath or ' Fii ;
1 90 ! foo}’ ¢ rough road H\l”m(?’!out’. F e From Airolo, take the road to Altanca, and on up to Piora, at the west

but Very ’)o))ular with faurisfs, So c_l{clcs may not be allowed 1 end of the Lago di Ritom, a long steep climb. A gravel road rums along

' ¢ the north shore of the lake, and om towards the east. Leave this gravel
road some way beyond the east end of the lake, by a path across the

grasaland forking off to the left and keeping always to the north of the

Gru GRUNENBERG PASS 1553m. Fﬁsckﬁbef éZJ Na“«zrn M2/7 /"H7 main streams. The path continues to be very emsy right to the top,
ﬁ OJ but the descent of the Val Termine is very rough and bou;der—:tr;wn;
L fe oMU ) g H S itatd 1ifting and short oarries. The old path to Santa
narrow! unsur/‘cej l’bml H"/ uﬂy 0 . mosl/y hdcd“& WAE" 7""J’e”£s ;::-:?isanor\:gb:;:: B nownges:rvui.:l: tga La:ada Son:g: Mar’?:a, and the
[bermit. Michelin map shows a new path round the south end of the reservoir to
the top of the Lukmanier Pass. Taken in reverse, the view of the Valle
Su. SUSTEN PASS (0/1{ rmwl) .Inncruw'n:hen l'a Wassm M7J7/o/a[ 9 Leventina from a tunnel near the W end of, the Lago di Ritom is breath—
taking.
Still usaUe_ in @ number af };’aces, ,bdl'h'cu,nr,y i /0"? streleh on East s,"./e., . Detniln: E. D. Clements 1955, updated from map.
Surface rough, bul sometimes rideable. 2259m. above tunnel 224m.) .
Fu' FURKA PASS (Ol road or path) 2431m. Gletsch b Reulp - K KUNKELS PASS  1357m. Tamins bo Valtis M218 foid 4-

Mz17 fold 19

‘T,lcrc is a ”al”l over Hv& leSs, 50577 Soon afl‘ar /eavfng G/eé'scj:, ~(?nu(
cul Ly several rock f’a”s on East side,

Nn e:\sillj rideable unsur/ucmL roael Wesl o/’ Chur. The south side is
Sl’ce}) and sﬁethculur, wilh  Ewnnels. g

o i c 4 m. Insiede v Jch v"
E  ENGSTLENLAGER 20l0m. Engstlenalp to Mekhtal M217 £old 9 AL ik

Very good ath bo Melchsee Frult, then very steeh voud dowin Lo Melohlal Wery cnsy bk itk e melalll sond fr the descent

SB JSEELISBERG To BAUVEN (W.side Uf, Urner Se&—ial"cl.uceme) Hi  HINTERHOHI PASS 1416, Nesslau bo Amden ()V. 0/ Walensee)
M217 fold 10 bop. MZ16 Lol 20 ; another very easy mule.

Rough road ko Wn’ssiy, which is 1000’ above Bauen. In 195¢ the tiveo

were connected by an inlerminable zig-zag stephed futh, Updube pomeel Oc OCHSENALP. 2010m. Tchierbschen bo Atosa M218 fldsds

An easy a”‘ern‘\l’ivc: bt H1e Vn//ey road u}» b AroSa.
Gt GATTERLI PASS. “1/190m. Lauerz ko Gersau M217 {old o &p.

Forest brack: b Eops fnebaled doun S, side from Rigi cablecar DL fUNT 1A DRosSN 7o LivieNo — M 215, £lds £ & 14

77\8"6 lu'ezl l’b 176 Qa ﬁom,l ri(leLIL/e, /htH- H\rough H-e /DYEIZ’ f‘r‘om punl’

WU WIESENER VIADUCT  Davos - Filsur short cuk) M218 fuld 5 s e S sl o) A

Leat wad from Daves where jb Je ves the R. Landw, ;
: a y Landwasser Lo climb VA FASS0. VALLE ALPISELLA  2285m.  Livigno b San Giacomo
to Wiesen, and kike the }mHn signﬁOJl’c.‘l 'r/y.sfaf, fcrking L. off roud, u;l’ljer di Fraele. M 218 fold 14 e o
the lonf] road tunnel = this can be avoided. by the ol voad The path . '
passes Wiesen skation and immdi.lblf crosses the lvifll\ viaduct and A rough but m"SHf ridealle jce}’ frack, with one or bwo éric{jes

waskecl aWGy ("759) /’ fl'ne, /11(]’1 /era,/ r’ia’enlv/e_ érau,( a/sa Conﬁm{e:

continues through the woods & Filisur skaktion. ‘Code LV on Central Alfs
h ong S (Code entr [\>) SW. from the lower reservoir dam /o ﬂrnoya on the liVigna—Bormia Foad .

/ \



Cos PASS DA COSTAINAS 2251m  Santa Maria to S—charl & Souol, 73 miles r/s
K218 folds 7 & 17 VAD E o

This is & well used routs of easy gradients, rideable for the moat part, but
it does not pass through wvery interesting scenery in its upper regions.

Leave the Ofen Pass road just E of Fuldera, opposite the Km 32 stone, end
teke a good unsurfsoed zig-zag road to Iilsai and L, and oontinue mtraight

on up & very well made wide path to Alp Champatech. About 200 yards short
of the bulldings, at the last bend in the path, strike due N, and a mch
rougher path up the last steep. pull to the pass: wlll soon be found. It
winds firet N, then SE, then N again where it flattens out Just before the
top. This steep 400-f4 olimb is the only unrideable stretch of any length
on the whole route, and the way hereabouts: is marked by red eand white stripes
on rooks. The gradual descent to the Alp Astras-Dadaint is moatly rideable
in thie direction, a slightly stony mule path. (1t going 8, a finger-pont
at the Alp points in the genmeral direction of the pass, but one should
strike uphill for about 100 yards asbove the form, to find the good mule pathj
it is indistinct near the farm.)

A. Campbell had trouble just after the top, going N (1983); the path
vanished at a meadow and he went the wrong side of a marsh — the W gide is
right.

A good track, rather muddy in a few pleces &t times, leads on down, being
nearly always rideable; after crossing the main stream it becomes a narrow

gravel road to S-charl. There are one or two Pension Restaurants here, and
a fair yoad through the fine gorge to Souol.
Allow 5-6 hours excluding stops; 20 miles, 18 rideable.

Detailst E. D. Clements 1956.

Cr  CRUSCHETTA PASS  2296m  Scuol. to Tubre, 6 miles r/s
M218 fold 7 bottom' VAD M haliad

This is a harder and more exciting route than its near neighbour (the Pase
da Costainas), involving some 1lifting and osrrying for about a mile near
the summit, vwhich is rewarded by some fine views of the Ortler massif during
the descent inte Italy. By omitting the section through the gorge from
Souol to S-cherl, this route oan be combined with the Pass da Costainas to
give a grand roughstuff round from Santa Maria, A narrow unsurfaced road
leads up the gorge from Scuol on the Inn valley road to S—charl, where there
are one or two Pension Restsurants. Continuing up the main valley road
for about two miles beyond S—charl, a finger-poat will be saen pointing up
8 rather inferior cart tracl hesding dus E up & subsidiary valley. This
track pesses almost immediately through a short stretch of woodland, and
oontinues to the Alp Plazer, sbout half a mile from the fork. Here all
trace of a path vanishes; a bee-line is made up the valley and the path is
regained at the end of the meadows. For a short while 'the vath is quite
fair, but soon becomes very boulder-strewn and reminiscent of the Lairig
Chru in character and difficulty. The summit of the pass, or the Italian
border, is marked by a 1little crucifix, erected in 1953.

The descent into Italy is steep 8nd, for a short half mile, still rough
and boulder-strewn, involving some carrying. Soon it emerges onto a high
meadow. An improving path and track, steep but nearly always rideable,
leads on down to Tubre.

Allow about 6 hours for 19 miles, about 16 rideable.

Details: E. D. Clements 1956.

nlomJ its North bank fo Griesen,

Bu  BUFFALORA PASS 2340m  Buffalora Alp to Santa Maria, 13 miles r/s
M218 fold 17 VAD B il

A veriation to the main Ofen Pass road, the middle section of this route is:
very remote, lying in effect between two separate passes. A fine series
of peaks: on the Italian border lie just S of the routs. Most of it is
rideable.

A cart track to Alp Buffalora leaves the Ofen road about 14 adiles ¥ of
the top. of the pasa. Just above the 'Alp" buildings, a well marked track
winds steeply upwards through the pines, and after olimbing about 400 ft
levels off, pasaing a couple of cowsheds. Then, turning S, it continues
to a house (probably a customs post). Much of this track is mddy and
oftem unrideable. The fine peak in front is Piz Murtardl, and a narrow
path aoross: grassland makes straight towards it. Soon after the top, the
path stespensa and worsens, till it orosses a stream. Here the path im—
proves. and becomes rideable down to Alp Mora, from where there is: a good
rideable cart track. This soon joins another coming up from the Praele
regervoir (be careful to fork right here if going W). The track alimbs
graduslly- again through this wild valley with stumpy pine trees, and 3%
miles: beyond Alp Mora reaches a second col, Doss Radond.

A very steep and somewhat rougher descent of about 2800 gt takes the rider
dow to the main Ofem road between Valohava and. Santa Macia. This {s some-
times unrideable owing to the gradient, or to the stones: strewn onto it by

the river whon in flood. There are one or two fine waterfalls on this
section.

Allow 1& hours from Alp Buffalora to summits 3 hours thence to the Ofen
road. 10 out of 13 miles rideable.

Details: E. D. Clements 1956.

Ze ZEINIS TJocH  134-7m. Partenen to Galkiiy Mair 8 S€ kp

l,cm/«z tl\b Si/vrelfa, IbaSS road a mile alaova lx)\rl'ehen, /e//‘ m’: [tlne,
first hairbin, on a steep narvow meballed voal. More steop 2;3—243.:
up the fina puli b the Speicher Kops dam.  Ubdake needed Please,

PL PLANSEE He.)bafw(tmj to Griesen. Mair 8§ 9B log h’ﬁ

le,re, is a gooJ ride ble. /7 b al A
' avle: palhalong fhe S.E shors 0_///\ Jak éo
/lS ers IMH\ St\r{‘S Lta rnumt Hw, E end of fAe, /ake, o

East, cras's'inrj the river ks Germunfj afber 1%

P’ansee..
a ,det Joes Lyﬂf bo lhe

miles an Continues



.

» Pt PFITSCHER JOCH (PASSO DI VIZZE) 2251m Ginzling to S. Glacomo
(St Jakob); 3 miles r/s, 6 miles r/r

Mair 8, 150 and 14E, or Mair 7, 4E and 3F3 M G8, H7} F & B 241 or 192
VAD H/SE " ans b See R.ST Vel3g. p.4z

The metalled road from Mayrhofen through Ginzling continues to the end of
the short SW arm of the Speicher Schlegeis resersoir (takae lightss there are
saveral tunnels).” Lesve the rond whare Lt doubles back avound the lake,
for a rough road along tha SE bank of the river. This soon becomes

an unrideable track of sizeable rocks roughly thrown together, up the Zamser
Grund. By taking off pedals, and carrying heavy items on his back,

F. Wright was abls to push slowly with little carrying up the fairly
ressonably graded slope. & few glaciers were visible from the top, where
there is a hut/restaurant. #n unsurfaced road descends to S. Glacomo in
the Val di Vizze, from whera a metalled road leads to Vipiteno (Sterzing).
No customs problems now.

Times: 2.5 hours from reservoir to top, 1.3 hours down to St Jakob.

Details: M. Stephens, hugust 19843 F. Wright, 17.8:85: and others.

Ehr  EHRWALDER ALM 1988y Ehrvald to Lautascht 11 miles r/r (no sketch)
Mair 8, 10B, 11B; M E6, F6 bottom: F & B 322 or 332 vaD E ane

This {s another road prohibited to cars, according to the F & B 1:300,000
map, A steep track climbs from Ehrwald to the Alm, 1%02m, following near
the cable car 1ine, and reaches the col a mile further on. From the top,
% mostly cidasble but rather stony track descends to Tillfussalm (1382m),
from where there is a jeep road to Platzl. Fine views to the Zugspitze,
highest point of Germany, and of the Wetterstein Gebirge.

t
Has  HOCHALMSATIEL (OR HOCHALPEMSATIEL)  1803m Scharnitz to Risstals
20 miles r/c © - .

Mair 8, 13Bs M GS; F & B 322 VAD E  manm

This is a rough jeep road throughout, prohibited to most traffic. Take the
toad SE out of Scharnitz, and turn left after half a mile up the
Karvendeltal. This is steep at first, but soon levels off, a delightful
route through the pine woods €ventually coming out into the open with good
views. There are 1 {n 4 gradients both sides of the col, and the E side is
very stany, improving lower dawn. On the way down, take the lef?-hand
track at any forks, down the W side of the main valley, "Eventually one
meets a barrier by the rough (?) road from Germany to the Eng Alm.  The
aonly continuation in Austrie 1s over the Plumssattal.

Ps  PLUMSSATTEL 1649m ﬂinterriss to ?ertisau; S miles r/s, 5 miles r/’r

Hair 8, 148, or Mair 7, 3C; MGB; F & B 321 VAD M  nae

Turn off the rosd to Eng Alm (café and huts) nature reserve, half a nile
beyond the Hagelhiitte.  There {s a rough grassy cart track from Plums Alm
to the top, ther. a very steep zigzag descent to Gern Alm, which is much too
sSteep to rids, Rideable rough road from Gern Alm, which goes on down to
Pertisau. Allow 8 hours for this pass plus the Hochalmsatte]. Details:
E. A. Jowett, 1961,

By turning right off the Hochalmsattel road 3 miles down the E side just
before crossing a main stresm, one can take a Jeep road up to the Spleliss
Joch (1773m) below the nearby Falken hut. No datails of this variant.
From the Spieliss. Joch, the path (long-distance Alpin 4) continues with
8 slight dip to the Hohl Joch (1794m), before descending steeply to Eng Alm.

A j;ep road also descends from the Hohl Joch to the Hinterrias - Engalm f
road. .

Ah L. ASCHENBRENNER HUTTE 1465m ACKERN ALM  1383m  Achenwald or ll
Achental to Landl, for Kufstein, etc.; 2 miles r/s, 17 miles r/r, or
14 miles r/r from Achental

Mair 7, 4B, 5B, or Mair 8, 15A, 16A; M H6; F & B 321 VAD E o

No details, except from Valepp to Kaiserhaus. The route is marked as

8 jeep road or cart track on the map except for about 2 miles of mule path
hear the L. Aschenbrenner Hltte, the highest point of the route and a low
col. The track from Achenwald is not waymarked; take care to avoid going
up the valley heading SSE, sbout 2 miles from Achenwald. There is another
low col at Ackern Alm, 1383m, much further E, where the road to Landl
begins, One can also leave the road to Steinberg about 2 miles up from
fAchental, on a waymarked route, also a cart track, to the L. Aschenbrenner
Hutte. The whole route parallels the German frontier, which is only a mile
or two to the HN.

About a mile before the Erzherzog Johann Klause hut, another cart road
follows the E bank of the main river southwards towards Kaiserhaus,
swvitching to the W bank aboout 1.5 miles before Kaiserhaus, to negotiate the
Kaiserklamm gorge.

In 1970 an anonymous contributor took his bike through these gorges from
Valepp in Germany, S past the Erzh. Johann Klause hut and on through the
Kaiserklamm gorge. It was not really rideable, but well worth while. It
is said to be quite a sight when the sluice gates are opened at Kaiserhaus
to allow logs to go down the river in spring.

Times: allow 6-8 hours from the Tegernsee in Germany to Rattenberg in the
Inn valley (N-S route through Kaiserhaus ).

HH HINTERBERG TO HINTERTHIERSEE (no coals) 20 miles, or less, r/r
Mair 7, 5B bottom, 6B; M H6; F & B 321 VaD E L1

No details, This is a route parallel to, and $ of, the Achental-Landl
route, part of long-distance path Alpin 4, another jeep rosd or cart track

K1 KLAMEIOCH (PASSO DI GOLA) 2298m  Rain in Taufers (Riva di Tures)
to Erlsbach; 13 miles r/r (no sketch map) '

Mair (SUdtirol) 13A, 14A; M (8 tops F & B 152 VADE aas

The metalled road up the Val di Riva ends at a car park half a mile beyond
Rain, The rough road to the top is a four-mile push, rideable slowly
downhill, and just negotiable by cars. There i{s a restaurant on the way
upy and quite pretty views, also some deserted buildings just before the top
for shelter if wat, [f one doesn't mind ignoring the official notices at
the top, one can continue down to a road in the Defereggental, six miles
down to Oberhaus Alm, and another four to Erlsbach, probably easy enough
going.

Details (W side only): F. WUright 14.8.85.

Ger
31b  GERLOS PASS (OLD ROAD) 1507m  (No sketch wap)i 3 miles r/r

Mair 7, 6D, 7D; M 17; F & B 152 VaD E e

An easy rough-road alternative to the higher new road.



Li PASSU DI LIMO  2172m  San Vigilio (St Vigil) to S.5. S1; 10 miles r/r
for 5 miles via Sennashiitte)

Hair (Siidtirol) 13C: F % B S5 VAD E #xx

From near the ena of the metalled road at the Rifugio Pederu. 1545m, a verv
steep and rough road {deep shingle in 1954) forks right and climbs the vest
part of 1Yu0ft beiore levelling otf and becoming rideable for short
stretches, alternating with further sharp climbs, After the col, the jeep
road continues mostly unrideable after the fork to the Passo fTadega, being
particularly bad in the forest. Fine views of the deep gorge and
waterfalls at Rio Fanes. Easy going {but a stream to ford), becoming
metalled a mle after the spectacular Ponte Alto (two chamois seen here in
1984).  Allow S-& hours. Details: N side, E. D. Clements 1956: E side,
R. Perrodin, c. 1970, and others.

A slightly more direct route to the §.S. 51 turns left at the Rifugio
Pederu and {mmediately becomes a narraow concrete road zigzagging up the
cliff tace E of the rifugio taccording to Denzel this is the steepest road
In the Alps, with an estimated gradient of 37%: a taxi service was operating
on tt in 1984), later a sandy track to the Rifugio Fodara Vedla. (The main
Jewo track turns left Jjust before the rifugio and descends into the val
Salata via the Senneshiitte, without crossing a true col.) Fram the hut,

a much rougher track continues € over a nameless col at 2018m. The descent
to the Val Salata was complately unrideable on a very steep shingly section,
before the main valley track (rideable) was mat at about 1750m. This was
metalled from the rifugio at Malga Ra Stua down to the big hairpin on the

S.S. 51, Allow 3 hours from the Rifugto Pederu to Stua. Datails:
J. A. Woodings 1985, and others.

Lu  PASSO DI LUSON (LGSENER JOCH) 2008m  Luson (Lusen) to Antermaia
(Untermoil: 2.5 miles ris, 2 miles r/r

Hair (Sudtirol) 11p & 12b; F & D 64 & S3 vap g L1}

No details. A rough road from Luson to approx. 1600m,

easy graded path (No. 13) over the top, to meet the Pass
rosd at approx. 1&6%0m. An easy circuit could be made b
passes and returning by the rough road down the upper Va

then a reasonably
o d'Erbe (Wirz joch)
Yy combining these

B 1 di Luson (Lisener
al).

Si/18  ALPE DI SIUSI (SEISER ALPE)  1844m  Siusi (Sels) to 8. Cristina
Valgardena, etc.; 4 miles r/ry no sketch map :

Hair (Siudtirol) .10C, etc.; F & B 85 VAD E  wwx
Hetalled road $rim Siusf to Alpe di Siusi (Rit. Bellavista or TC1 map),
wherd there are several hotels. Traffic is not allowed beyond this point,
though the road {s metalled to Saltaris (Galtner), and bused go that far.
Thence rougn road (all rideable downnill) to S. Crist{na Valgardgena. The

F ¥ B map tn fact shows two rough roads, the more dasterly presumably the
better one. Seiser Alpe is a cyclist’s paradise, ‘With fabulous scenery and
tracke galors. One such, shown as a rough road thrdughout on ¥ & B 55,
gues § from Saltaria over the Mahlknecht Joch (2188mf , then E down to
Campitellc di Fassa (B milag of rough road).  hnother rough road goes
direct from Alpe di Siusi to the rifugio of that name (Sciliar an TCI map)
near the top of the Hahlknecht Joch (4 miles of rougn roadi.

Detailg: Mrs M. A. Stephens August 1984, No details of Mahlknecht Joch.

Ocl PASSO DI OCLINI (GRIMM JOCH) .. 1989m )
Fasso di Lavaze to §. Juganc road (6.5. 4B): 4 miles r/r - -

Hair (Sudtiral) 9D bottom: F & & €3 vap E " :
hetalleo e:xcept 1or the last 4 miles on the W side
ot the pass,

Pam PASSO DI PAMPEAGO (REITERTOCH)  199ém.
Tesers to S. Floriano (Obarccj«jen) Mair (Sidtirol) 10D bolttom

Steep, metalled road up to the Rif fampeago, lthen a rough road, rideable,
over the pass.  Metalled again, soon after the bop, down ko S. Floriano, where
burn cight for Pievalle (Bowaler), and right again }fasf He Pension Bew.u‘/er"
alony a delightful level track through the woods (path no 8) b He beantifil
Lugn di Carezza (Karersea)

Lus = PASSO DI LUSIA 2056m. Moena ko ﬂme\/atjgl'o
Mair (5iidl’ira/) 11D bottom

A No Jehi)s, buf' lmou/n l‘o Le a jllh& rauh:. A 'r‘ou.g;\ roacl H\Y‘ougkout ‘
One can stat in Moena. or a mile up the San Pellegrino road (path £21)

or from Ffango,(path 625). From Panenqqio. one slarts a short half mile.
West of the junction of the Rolle and Valles yoads.

BS  PASSo DELLA CosTAZZA (BAITA SEGANTING Z174m,
Mair (Siidtirol) 11E (Alternative bo Rolle fass, West side)

The road to the ‘baita’ starks from just E. of bop of Rolle pass. As far as
the 'lmifa;(h)’ Of }mSS) the road was imsur/’acul but rideable (1985). Too rouJA
and steep Io vide down &5l te road levellzd off. Fine views of Cimon di Pala,cle.

FL ~ FORCOLA DI LAVAREDO  2454m. Lago di Landro b
Misurina (circular) Mair (sidtinl) J4c

A very fine circular bour avound the Tre Cime di Lavaredo (Drei Zinnen)
in Eypical Dolomite scenery. % mile N, of Lago di Landro on 5.5 51, a rough
v’aad, laker a Very Sfbﬂy mule }JaH) fo”ows the Jh”eam u}: the Va//e z/i A)I;nban
(Rienzta')- /)ﬂ’cr a nol too Shef) climb of’ near/y 4 mifas, the Va//ey quu'cn/y
ends in a rock wall and emerges on & an alp (1952m.) Two paths conkinue ;
Cake the one which makes fwo Eraverses ub the sbpe (longer bul easier). Fill wakr
bottles (none h,'g}.gr up). Keep up leflt bowards He Localelli (Drei Zinnen) hut,
alony a path abouk 300 FE below it. Hf:(“er conlouring the Wi slopes of Monke
Paterno for nearly a mik, on a losa gravel palh, fou have a steep pub ub
b the Forcola di Lavaredo. /] rough road starks from the coby past Hrelavarsdo

l\uz’ and on b H\e ﬁi/ ﬂu)‘DHZO. fram where a mel’n//e;l ru-ul, L(GSc‘en(ls to
Misurina. Mow 5 hourr o col 19935 debuils.



